
 Foreword 

The name Hispano-Suiza has always held a 

magic for me, ever since my parents talked of 

these magnificent cars which they had seen on 

the French Riviera in the 1920s. One day, just 

after the war, an exotic-looking car turned up at 

the hotel where we were staying in Devon. 

Being shy of asking the owner of the make, I 

begged my father to check if it was a Hispano-

Suiza. It turned out to be a V12 Lagonda, no 

mean car, but not as exciting as a Hispano. 

The first Hispano I saw was a magnificent V12 

with coupe body, near the French Embassy in 

London, just before the Coronation in 1953. 

What is significant is that I always thought of 

the Hispano-Suiza as a French car, and was 

quite ignorant of the products of the Barcelona factory, which outnumbered those of Bois-

Colombes by about 19,000 to 3,000, and included many commercial vehicles. 

 Now, in this magnificent book, David Beare has redressed the balance, and given us a complete 

account of the Spanish products, though he also describes the French-made cars thoroughly, and 

pays due attention to the engines for aircraft and motor boats, as well as cannon, which emerged 

from the fertile brain of Marc Birkigt, the Swiss part of the name Hispano-Suiza. But there is 

much more than just machines; Mr. Beare gives us a succinct history of Spain, with as good a 

summary of the causes and progress of the Civil War that I have ever read. The illustrations 

include not only vehicles but newspaper cuttings and portraits of diverse figures such as King 

Alfonso XIII, General Franco and George Orwell. Indeed, most of the history of 20th Century 

Spain is woven seamlessly into the story of the cars and commercials. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

reading this book, and am sure many others will as well. 

 Nick Georgano (1932-2017) Editor in Chief, Beaulieu Encyclopaedia of the Automobile. 

“It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Nick Georgano, one of the most influential 

motoring historians of this or any other era. He authored or edited an astonishing array of books, over 60 

titles published in the UK and the USA apart from many translations, ranging from modest Shire 

volumes to The Complete Encyclopaedia of Motorcars first published in 1968 and its ultimate successor 

The Beaulieu Encyclopaedia of the Automobile. Nick allegedly attempted his first motoring 

encyclopaedia, a list of trucks, at the age of 7. His first published title was the update of Doyle’s The 

World’s Automobiles in about 1958. After graduation from Oxford in 1956, Nick for a while followed 

the teaching profession, but from 1976 to 1981 he was librarian at the National Motor Museum at 

Beaulieu. Nick’s massive contribution to motoring history is summed up very simply by the fact that 

his Magnum Opus, the two-volume work The Beaulieu Encyclopaedia of the Automobile, is never referred 

to by its title: it is and always will be known by true enthusiasts as “Georgano”. (Obituary published in the 

Society of Motor Historians in Britain’s journal Times, following the death of Nick Georgano in 2017) 
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